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from the National Citizens 
Service. 

Children have been having 
their lunch on the new 
lawn under the shade of 
the trees and have also 
enjoyed being able to have 
a run around after lunch. 

 

 

                  
In the meadow children 
have been in insect heaven 

Come and join us for 
tea and cake at the      
Environment Centre 
and see our fabulous 
new garden. Come for 
the whole thing or just 
for half an hour. An 
excellent opportunity 
to meet our teacher, 
Caroline, and discover 

the range of  courses 
we offer, and book 
your class visit to the  
Environment Centre in 
Byng Road, Barnet. 

Take a walk round the 
nature reserve and see 
the changes and 
improvements that 

have taken place over 
the last year.  

There is no charge for 
these sessions.  

Please let us know if 
you would like to 
come by emailing 
Caroline, the 
Education Manager at 

FLOWERS, BUG HOTELS AND ROBINS 
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Thanks to persistent hard 
work of our wonderful 
team of volunteers the 
Centre Garden has come 
on a treat. The bee and 
butterfly beds are awash 
with colour and with two 
new innovative bug hotels 
the garden is really taking 
shape. 

 

The bug hotels were built    
by teams of 16 year-olds 

TWILIGHT EVENT FOR TEACHERS 

Thursday 21 September 4-6.00pm 

using sweep nets to catch all 
manner of crickets, 
grasshoppers, and beetles. 

 

 

 

The woodland has been a 
haven of cool   
in the sultry 
summer heat 
and provided 
the best bird 
experience of 
the year when  
a robin came 
down to collect food for her 
babies right at the children’s 
feet! 

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

Autumn 2017 
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 7  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  3  

STOP PRESS! Book now for 2017/2018 to secure a date. 

Noah’s Ark                       

bug hotel 

London 

Skyline bug 

hotel 

Roesel’s  

bush cricket 

Before 

After 
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WASTE FREE PACKED LUNCHES 

A  HUGE SUCCESS! 

WELL DONE EVERYONE! 

Our new initiative to improve the 

level of recycling and reduce the 

amount of packed lunch rubbish 

generated by school trips has been a 

huge success. 

A massive THANK YOU to all the 

teachers, parents and children who 

responded so well to the initiative. In 

fact we were only left with just two 

bin bags of rubbish over the whole 

school year. And those were left 

behind by mistake!                            

With new plastic waste horror stories 

coming out on an almost daily basis, 

it has never been more important to 

reduce our reliance on plastic.  

 

 

 

 

 

Next time you go to buy something 
that is plastic, stop and think. Do I 
need this? Is there a non-plastic 
alternative? 

RECYCLING - HOT TIP!                  
When recycling plastic bottles, make 
sure you remove the plastic caps and 
lids. Put them in the recycling along 
with the bottle but not attached to it. 
Many bottles have plastic labels 
which cannot be recycled. Please 
remove them before recycling.         
To find out more about recycling 
plastic and other waste try this 
website—Just hold CTRL and click the 
link:          RECYCLENOW               
Remember… 

REDUCE, REUSE, REPAIR AND 
RECYCLE 

Keep up the good work! 

WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS 

SUMMER TERM 

We had a lovely long summer with 

some incredibly hot weather. Luckily 

we were able to hide in the cool 

woodland and explore the wonderful 

wildlife to be found there.  Children 

were awed and amazed by a whole 

host of creatures like speedy 

centipedes on the hunt for prey, lazy 

millipedes using camouflage to hide 

from predators, nervous pill bugs 

curling into a ball as soon as the light 

hits them and colonies of bright 

green slugs! 

 

 

 

When it was cool enough the       

children enjoyed sweep netting in the 

meadow and spent many a happy 

hour shrieking with delight as 

grasshoppers and crickets jumped up 

landing on their clothes, heads or 

hands, and weird dock bugs that look 

like aliens and shiny beetles crawled 

out of their nets. 

  

 

Some lucky children were able to 

see a family of field voles nesting 

under a sheet of corrugated iron. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One class had fabulous views of a 

Kestrel hovering right over their 

heads!  

 

 

 

 

 

But the absolute highlight was 

several classes’ encounter with a 

robin hunting for insects amongst  

the children’s feet while they were 

minibeasting! A truly special 

experience for all. 

 

 

 

 

BABY FIELD VOLES 

80% of the plastic we use ends 

up in the ocean! 

PILL BUG 

CENTIPEDE 

SPOT THE  

MILLIPEDE! 

THICK THIGHED 

 OIL BEETLE 

ROESEL’S BUSH 

 CRICKET 

DOCK BUG 

 

KESTREL 

https://www.recyclenow.com/recycling-knowledge/facts-and-info/plastic-fantastic
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MAKE YOUR VISIT A GREEN 
TRIP 

The majority of schools that visit the 
Environment Centre now come by 
public transport or by walking.   

 

 

 

If it’s too far to walk, there are very 
good reasons for travelling by public 
transport: 

• It’s FREE! Contact Transport for 
London. Ctrl/click the link at the 
end of this box 

• It is healthier than using a coach 

• It is a great experience for 
children, many of whom have 
never been on a bus 

• It is good exercise for the 
children 

• Children can learn about their 
local area and gain a sense of 
place 

• The bus journey is part of the 
whole experience 

All age groups from Reception to  
year 6 travel to the Environment 
Centre by bus. The children really 
enjoy the experience.  

If you need help planning your trip 
please email the Education Manager. 

Public transport to the Barnet 
Environment Centre:  

(See map on page 4) 

Bus 384 to Wentworth Road (5 mins 
walking distance). 

Buses 326, 383, 263, 107, 307 are 
within 10 mins walking distance, 184 
about 15 mins. 

High Barnet tube station (Northern 
Line) 20 mins walking distance. 

If you want to travel by bus you can 
register with Transport for London 
for free travel:  

https://tfl.gov.uk/fares-and-
payments/travel-for-under-18s/
school-parties 

SUMMARY OF OUR SCIENCE 

COURSES 

EYFS 

NURSERY: 

Nursery Explorers: 1-2 hours. 

Woodland and meadow nature walk 

RECEPTION:  

Woodland Explorers: Half day 

Investigate woodland and meadow 
using our senses 

KEY STAGE 1 

YEAR 1  

Woodland Explorers – Big Bug Hunt: 
Half day 

Bug hunt extravaganza 

Woodland and Pond Explorers: Full 
day 

The big bug hunt and pond dipping 

Plant Detectives—Half or full day 

Exploring plants and seasons 

YEAR 2 

Investigating Minibeasts: Half day 

Bug hunt extravaganza 

Mapping Activities: Half day 

Find your way round the reserve   
and discover the mystery word 

Habitats and Adaptation: Full day 

How animals live in the pond and 
woodland 

KEY STAGE 2 

 YEAR 3 

Minibeast Investigators: Half day 

Big bug hunt and investigate animal 
adaptation 

Rocks and Soils: Half day 

Handle real rocks and fossils and see 
a volcano experiment 

Rocks, Soils and Materials: Full day 

As above with building materials and 
build a tower competition 

Plant life cycles: Half day 

Seed dispersal and pollination 

YEAR 4 

Animals in their Habitats: Full day 

How animals in the pond, meadow or 
woodland are designed to live in their 
habitats 

YEAR 5 

Life Cycles: Full day 

Discover plant and animal life cycles 
in the pond and woodland 

YEAR 6 

Adaptation and Evolution: Full day 

Compare fossils with living animals 

Classification: Full day 

Investigate a range of animals groups 
in the woodland, meadow and ponds. 

AUTUMN AND SPRING TERM ONLY 

Art and Nature—key stage 1 and 2 

Use nature to inspire art work, 

including transient art and creating 

picture from natural materials .Older 

children explore colour, pattern, 

texture, line and shape in the natural 

world using a viewfinder.   

Literacy and Landscape—key stage 2 

Explore examples of nature poetry 

and discover how nature can inspire 

children to write simple poems 

including rhyming couplets and 

haikus.  

https://tfl.gov.uk/fares-and-payments/travel-for-under-18s/school-parties
https://tfl.gov.uk/fares-and-payments/travel-for-under-18s/school-parties
https://tfl.gov.uk/fares-and-payments/travel-for-under-18s/school-parties
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Registered charity no.  1165515 

Barnet Environment Centre, Byng Road, Barnet, EN5 4NP       
Website: www.fobec.org.uk     

Email: info@fobec.org.uk 

HOW TO BOOK                                               
For bookings or enquiries please 
email info@fobec.org.uk . Caroline, 
our Education Manager, will be 
happy to answer your queries and 
take your booking 

CHARGES 
£160 per 4-hour session  

(10am – 2pm to include a lunch 
break, up to 1 hour) 

£100 per 2-hour session  

(10am – 12pm) 

For morning visits, there is a £15 

charge to stay until 1.00pm to eat 
packed lunches. Visits are normally 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday but 
there may be some flexibility. 

WHAT DO WE OFFER? 
• EYFS, KS1 & KS2 curriculum-

linked activities delivered by an 
experienced field teacher.  

• Safe, enclosed nature reserve 
with purpose built education 
areas including ponds, minibeast 
areas and an outdoor woodland 
classroom. Habitats including 
meadow, woodland, and three 
ponds.   

• Risk assessed activities and risk 
assessment guidance.                                                 

• A well-equipped classroom for 32 
children. 

• A warm comfortable building for 
all year round activities.           

• Health and safety pre-visits.                            

• Indoor lunch facilities, 
cloakroom, toilets and outdoor 
picnic areas.                                         

• Free orange squash/water for 
children and tea/coffee for 
adults. 

WHERE TO FIND US 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

You can find out more about our science courses in our EYFS and Primary School Visits leaflet or on our website. 

For information about our art and poetry courses please email the Education Manager.  

You can request a leaflet by emailing our Education Manager at info@fobec.org.uk. 

307, 326, 383, 234  263, 107 184 384 Buses and bus stops 

http://www.fobec.org.uk/wp/
http://www.fobec.org.uk
mailto:info@fobec.org.uk
mailto:info@fobec.org.uk
http://www.fobec.org.uk
http://www.fobec.org.uk
mailto:info@fobec.org.uk?subject=Schools%20information

