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FoBEC Chair’s Newsletter, December 2017 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

As you may know, construction work on the Noah’s Ark Hospice started in September and has made 

great progress in the last two months. The foundations are now laid and we are able to see where the 

building will be. At one corner, it will be very close to the Monterey Pine and we are working hard to 

ensure that no harm comes to its roots, which are very fragile. However, there have been few other 

problems associated with the building works, apart from a short period of time in September when we 

were unable to use the Environment Centre. This meant that slightly fewer groups visited the nature 

reserve, but we still had nearly 500 children and young people working at and enjoying the site, 

including two days for a group of 6th Form students preparing their Biology coursework, a very 

successful half term activity day in late October and a stargazing session for a group of local 

Brownies. 

We have also had three corporate groups from City companies doing work on the reserve, while our 

band of wonderful volunteers has continued to work hard maintaining the site to its usual high 

standards. The Make A Difference (MAD) weekend really did make a huge difference, cutting a new 

track through from the attenuation ponds to the meadow, clearing out the old donkey shed in 

preparation for it becoming a bird hide and moving the compost bins further onto the meadow to 

facilitate access from the new track. Volunteers have also created a new shady open air classroom 

beside the Woodland Ride, started work on re-lining one of the teaching ponds, made a start on 

creating the butterfly corner, maintained the power tools and are currently re-laying the hedge on the 

west side of the reserve. As well as all this, the bushes beside all the paths have been kept cut back 

and brambles have been kept under control. There is always a lot of work to do on the reserve and if 

you haven’t yet been able to come along to help out, you would be very welcome at our weekly 

Monday work parties (1.30 – 4 but not 25th December or 1st January) or our monthly work parties on 

the first Sunday of every month (10 – 12.30). Please contact suebird@fobec.org.uk for details. 

At our AGM on September 19th, we said farewell to long serving and hardworking Trustees Angela 

Rice, Margaret King and Wilf Nichols and we give them our thanks for their many years of work with 

FoBEC. We also welcomed three new Trustees, Melvyn Dresner, Claire Williams and Sandra Stern, 

all of whom are regular volunteers. We wish them many years contributing to the management of the 

Environment Centre. 

We will be building on the success of our 2017 open Days next year, with events in May, July and 

September, as well as opening the Centre for ‘drop-in’ visits at other times of the year. Keep an eye 

open for the dates which will be publicised on our website (see below) and by posters and flyers in the 

local area. We would love to see you at the Reserve for tours, activities and teas. 

Our main fundraising event of the year, our Annual Quiz, will take place on Saturday, February 

3rd, 2018, 6.30 – 10pm, at Pennefather Hall, St Albans Road, EN5 4LA. The cost will be £12 per 

person, to include a Jacket Potato supper. Bring your own nibbles, drinks and glasses. If you 

would like to come along, please contact Linda Perry on info@fobec.org.uk Tables of eight will 

be available, but if you are by yourself, please talk to Linda who will put you on a table with a 

group of very pleasant supporters of FoBEC.  

May I finally take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year 

and we look forward to seeing you at the Environment Centre in 2018. Thank you all for your 

continued support and do keep in touch with our activities via our website and Facebook page. 

 

Bernard Johnson   Chair of Trustees    Friends of Barnet Environment Centre  
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