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Dear Friends and Supporters, 

I hope that 2018 has so far been a good year for you and that it continues to be so. The year has certainly seen a lot of 

development on the Nature Reserve and on the Hospice site, despite the vagaries of the weather over the winter and 

spring seasons. 

Noah’s Ark has already had the ‘Laying of the first brick’ ceremony (mid March) and is about to hold a ‘Topping Out’ 

ceremony in the Atrium, the central part of the X shaped building, (20 April). The construction works are moving 

ahead very quickly and the building is taking shape. 

On the Nature Reserve, our excellent band of Volunteers continues to work hard to ensure that the site is ready for the 

school and other groups that will be visiting over the next few months. A hedge laying expert came along to train 

some of our volunteers and the resulting eastern boundary, along the lower part of Byng Road, is looking wonderful 

and is fast becoming a local attraction. If you have not been along to have a look yet, come to one of our Open 

Afternoons or Volunteer sessions (details on the website) to see some traditional Hertfordshire hedging. The copse just 

behind the hedge has been cleared by one of our Corporate groups and gives a lovely view onto the Reserve – we hope 

to plant late winter and spring flowers to make the area a really spectacular introduction to the site. 

Meadow management has been an important part of our autumn and winter programme as has the refurbishment of the 

Skater Pond, both of which will be used in teaching programmes in the future. Drainage has been a problem during the 

wet weather of the past few weeks so a lot of work has been done on digging ditches to remove the water and laying 

bark chippings onto the worst affected paths around the site. The Reserve is looking beautiful at the moment with the 

growing season just restarting and we are well prepared for the main teaching season to the end of the summer term. 

We are again fully booked with schools and youth groups through the summer – almost 1000 children will benefit 

from the learning resources on the site this term and we expect to have welcomed over 2000 young people over the 

last 12 months. This is a real team effort, led by our Environmental Education Manager backed by volunteers who not 

only keep the Reserve looking good but also help with opening and closing the Centre and setting up/tidying away on 

teaching days. If you would like to help with this side of volunteering, please get in touch with Sue Bird on 

info@fobec.org.uk  

We are also developing our Community Events portfolio and have several planned for the summer and early Autumn. 

This Saturday, 21 April, we have a (free) training opportunity, an Introduction to Biodiversity Surveying 

Workshop, 10.30 – 12.30 at the Environment Centre which will include both theory and practice. If you would 

like to attend, please email Sue Bird at info@fobec.org.uk   

On Sunday, 6 May, International Dawn Chorus Day, we have a (free – collection for RSPB) Dawn Chorus walk 

starting at 6am at the Environment Centre, led by the RSPB. It is essential that you book your place on this walk, 

again through Sue Bird at the email address above. NB this event is not suitable for young children. 

On Saturday, 12 May, we will be holding our first Open Afternoon of the year at the Centre, 2.30 – 4.30 with a theme 

of ‘Birds’. If you are able to help on the day, please contact Sue Bird (as above) or just come along and enjoy the site. 

We are always pleased to welcome new volunteers – we meet every Monday afternoon (including some Bank 

Holidays) 1.30 – 3.30, on the first Sunday morning of every month (next date is 6 May) 10 – 12.30 and we now meet 

on one Saturday afternoon a month (next date is 28 April) 1.30 – 4. If you are interested, please pop in for a chat or, 

again, contact Sue Bird on the above email address. 

Thank you for your continued support. It would be lovely to see you at the Environment Centre and please keep in 

touch with our activities via our web site, www.fobec.org.uk 

Bernard Johnson     

Chair of Trustees,    Friends of Barnet Environment Centre 
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