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Dear Volunteers,     

December is almost upon us and a new year just around the corner.  This year your help has enabled us to introduce 

1663 young people (and the 472 adults that accompanied them) to the intriguing world of nature.  We had visits from 

schools – both primary and secondary – and visits from Beavers, Cubs, Rainbows, Brownies, Woodland Elfins and 

Boys Brigade.  We held three very successful Open Day events for our local community where activities were 

organised to suit all plus being open on the Medieval Festival weekend.   We had many families coming along for the 

first time.  Thanks to everyone for the success of these events – those inspiring creative activities, the cake bakers and 

to all who make our guests feel comfortable. 

 

Our reserve volunteers have worked tirelessly on some very mundane maintenance type work – cutting back brambles, 

de-weeding paths, mowing the grass – tedious but so vital.  There have also been some amazing projects going on.  

There is a team who took on the very overgrown West Path hedge and then made contact with a professional hedge 

layer who came along to re-lay the very tall East Path hedge and instruct us in the techniques used and shared his 

skills with us.  This has been much admired by those many who walk up and down to the rugby fields and a brilliant 

advertisement for the Centre about our conservation work.  Another project was the redesigning of Skater Pond, not 

only to reline and re-contour the existing pond but provide floating vegetation beds (of his own very successful 

design) and a safe pond dipping platform for our students.   The creation and emergent planting of the Centre Garden 

remains the commitment of one of our volunteers who took on that role for us.  The Bird Hide project that was started 

on our Make A Difference Day in October, the Woodland Copse where we are establishing some appropriate planting, 

the Butterfly Corner all areas providing interest for our visitors and appropriate habitats for our wildlife.   

 

Other volunteers give invaluable help with publicity, photography, graphic design, printing, research, surveying, 

catering, etc, without whom we would be limited by our funds in what we could achieve.  Thanks too go to all the 

volunteer Trustees who keep other things ticking over – doing the admin, fund raising, health and safely, liaison work 

with Noah’s Ark, organisation of events and visits to the centre, etc. 

 

What an amazing year of volunteering at Barnet Environment Centre – thank you all so much. 

 

EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARIES: 

Sunday 6 January 2019 – please join us for a SEASONAL DRINK at the Centre from 11.45 to  1.30 pm.  This 

invitation is to all our volunteers whether you have been able to volunteer this year or not.  So please leave packing 

away the decorations and pop along - it would be lovely to meet up with you. 

 

Our fundraising QUIZ NIGHT will be held on Saturday 9 February 6.30 – 10 pm at Pennefather Hall, Christ 

Church, St Albans Road, Barnet.  Please come along for an entertaining evening and help raise funds as well!  We 

provide a jacket potato and salad supper, you will need to bring your own drinks and glasses please.  Tickets will be 

£12 per person – and 8 competitors per table.  If you do not have a readymade team of 8, please let us know as there 

are often spaces on other tables to be filled.  Linda Perry is in charge of the bookings.  Please contact her on 

linda.perry@gmail.com     

Book your table NOW! 

  

WORKING PARTIES: 
Sunday 2 December - 10 to 12.30 with a break at 11 for a cuppa.  Please note that the Barnet High Street Party is on 
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this Sunday and diversions will be in place for cars via Wood Street and Stapylton Road. 

 

Mondays  1.30 – 3.30  We will be there on Monday 3, 10 and 17 but we will NOT be there on 24 nor 31 December.  

The first Monday session of the New Year will be 7 January 2019. 

 

And finally, welcome to our new volunteer, Elaine and thank you for getting involved. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  There is no on-site parking at the Centre and the Rugby season has recommenced. Sunday parking 

on Byng Road could be a problem.  If you are coming by car an alternative might be parking at the lower end of 

Cavendish Road and walking along the footpath by the southern perimeter of the reserve. It is quite interesting seeing 

the reserve from there! 

 

Sue Bird - Volunteer Support Team 
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