
Friends of Barnet Environment Centre: Chair’s Newsletter August 2020 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

As you are aware, the Environment Centre and Nature Reserve have been closed since March and will 

remain so until Government guidelines suggest that it is safe to receive visitors again. However, we are 

currently looking at dates in August and September when we could invite Volunteers and Members and their 

families initially and then, later, the local community, in to walk around the site. The building remains 

closed, so there will be no refreshments available and nor will there be access to the toilets. Information will 

be posted on our website. 

There has of course been no school activity this term and we have not run any Open Afternoons. Caroline 

Gellor, our Education Manager, is producing a monthly newsletter for schools to keep them updated on what 

is happening at the Centre and to provide some ideas for work on Nature both at school and at home. She is 

also discussing with schools whether they are considering visiting the Environment Centre during the 

autumn term. 

Although we have been in ‘Lockdown’ FoBEC has been pretty busy on the Reserve. Quite a number of our 

volunteers, often in ‘same household’ groups, and on an unofficial basis, have continued attending to keep 

the plant growth under control and to make sure the site is safe for any users and visitors. They have covered 

the usual range of jobs: the Centre garden, the meadow, the ponds, the paths, the trees and bushes, 

butterflies, weeding, photography, the camera and general security circuits. Covid guidelines are followed, 

with social distancing, hand washing and no use of the Centre building. The Reserve is looking wonderful, 

as usual, but in a slightly more natural way and the wildlife certainly seems to appreciate the peace. 

We had an arranged visit from Tim Hill from the Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust in June; he toured the 

Reserve with FoBEC personnel, including Caroline, to advise us on work needed. This was done to enhance 

our Annual Work Plan that Caroline is developing at the moment and a summary of Tim’s thoughts and 

ideas is also being produced. Caroline is currently working with volunteers on a rigorous monitoring of the 

wildlife species on the Reserve; although reviewed annually, this has not been done formally since our 

Bioblitz and will provide us with an updated baseline to determine future work on the site. 

We have had a couple of meetings with Alison Goodman, who has recently been promoted to Deputy CEO 

of the Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice (NACH). In this new role, Alison is expecting to have more contact 

with FoBEC, so we look forward to working closely with her.  But obviously at present things are very 

quiet. 

We are beginning to move forward again with our exciting plan to make some paths on the Reserve safer for 

all visitors and users, creating an accessible route for wheelchair users and for those who are visually 

impaired or have other mobility problems. We also hope to create sensory and identification trails with 

information boards and ‘pause and ponder’ points. These developments will mean we can work with a wider 

spectrum of schools and visitors as well as enabling children looked after by NACH and their families to 

access the Nature Reserve. 

We are currently looking for a new Chair to take over from me following the AGM on 8 September. We 

have no idea at the moment how that meeting will take place this year, but hopefully Government guidelines 

will be clearer by then. 

Thank you all for your continued support and for your hard work in maintaining FoBEC as a very important 

local resource. Please keep an eye on our website www.fobec.org.uk for up to date details of activities and I 

look forward to welcoming you back to the Environment Centre in the near future. 

Meanwhile, stay safe and keep well. 

 

Bernard Johnson         Chair of Trustees             Friends of Barnet Environment Centre 

http://www.fobec.org.uk/

